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Regional History Center Recognized with National Award
I could not be more proud of my fellow staff members here
at the Regional History Center, two of which were recently selected
as recipients of the Spotlight Award from the Society of American
Archivists. The award recognizes the contributions of those within
the archival profession whose efforts had gone without due credit. Cindy
Ditzler, Director and University Archivist, and Joan Metzger, Assistant
University Archivist (now retired), displayed great commitment to Northern
Illinois University and the profession in documenting and preserving the
events of the tragic event on NIU’s campus on February 14, 2008, when a
gunman killed five students in an auditorium, injured 21 others, and then
shot himself.
Cindy Ditzler holding Spotlight Award
A portion of the mission of the Regional History Center, which
houses the archives of Northern Illinois University, is to document the
history of the university, no matter how horrific. Immediately following the
event, Ditzler and Metzger began collecting materials to capture the manner
in which information was being transmitted across campus: press releases,
screenshots of the university home page and social media, and news
clippings were gathered.
Despite the overwhelming emotional pain, during the months of
Joan Metzger
aftermath Ditzler and Metzger advocated for the saving of materials that
documented not only the event, but also the grieving process and memorials. They consulted with
campus departments to encourage donations and developed a standardized, non-invasive method for
the campus community to donate materials. The Regional History Center worked with an NIU history class and the non-profit group StoryCorps to collect oral histories. The staff gathered hundreds
of items off three “spontaneous memorials” that had emerged on campus; the artifacts were collected
from the snow, documented, and stored. Because of the enormous overflow of items, a new room
devoted to artifact storage had to be assembled. The team developed a supplementary website to
display memorial artifacts. (http://www.february14.niu.edu/ ) This is used as a central place for the
campus community to share, grieve, and learn.
Processing took place over a period of two years. Through this, the Center’s reading room
remained open to researchers despite the very limited staff and restructured workflow. A moratorium
had to be placed on any new incoming collections to account for the February 14 materials, which
took processing priority. Ditzler regularly fielded questions from the media and inquiring individuals about the nature of the collection. She often served as an intermediary for what came across as
hostility for the project, but came to be understood as confusion and distress from those affected by
the event.
During this time the Regional History Center had to work within the confines of its existing

budget to afford supplies; no additional funding was provided by the university. The collection is now
considered fully processed, with 28.50 linear feet of manuscript material and nearly 1,000 artifacts.
However, because of the nature and recent history of the collection, materials continuously emerge
and additions are ongoing.
I would consider their efforts to be heroic; their humble work went beyond any formal job description and far exceeded the expectations of an archivist. Despite the great challenges that Ditzler
and Metzger had to overcome, their proficient, diligent, and quiet work will continue to be of great
benefit in the future. The collection provides not only a portion of NIU history, but also a tool for
teaching and an aid for grief and recovery.
Ditzler attended the Society of American Archivists’ annual meeting in San Diego, California,
to receive the award on August 10. “Attending the awards banquet was a humbling experience as I
shared the stage with archivists from across the country who also were being honored for their hard
work and dedication,” Ditzler said. “Joan and I could not have done our jobs if we did not have the
support of the Library staff and the rest of the NIU community. Receiving the Spotlight Award means
a great deal to me and I gladly share the award with the rest of the Regional History Center’s staff.”
Katharine White
Regional History Center

2012-2013 Friends of NIU Libraries
Board Members and Officers
Ferald Bryan (president)
Ruth Anne Tobias (vice president, program chair)
Sharon Dowen (treasurer)
Gary Gresholdt (secretary)
Patrick Dawson (ex officio)
Lynne M. Thomas (Faculty & Program liaison)
Drew VandeCreek
Mary Lincoln

MaryLou Smith
Anne Kaplan
Linda Schwarz
Jerry Zar
Lee Hewitt
Carla Montgomery
Dee Coover
Joan Hull

Save These Dates for Friends’ Events!:
Thursday, September 13, 2012, 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm, Founder Memorial Library/Rare Books and
Special Collections (fourth floor), Wine and Cheese Social. This event is invite only.
October (date TBA), An Evening with Mary Robinette Kowal.
Stay tuned for more!!
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The Dean’s Corner

Through previous musings in Founders Type, I have related or commented
upon a variety of issues currently facing academic libraries. A few of these include
the decline of funding for public education and its impact upon academic libraries,
the need for academic libraries to seek alternative sources of funding, the question of
access versus ownership of scholarly materials, and the issue of copyright restrictions
versus free dissemination of information through open access publishing. At times I
have felt like a crank, or an overzealous “Chicken Little” heralding the impending doom
of libraries as we know them. And like poor Chicken Little, I am often dismissed by
those who recall the library as it was during the last century, and these same people
presume that the library will always be that way; libraries never change.
Yet as Bob Dylan so eloquently put it “the times, they are a-changing.”
To illustrate these changing times, I would like to refer to a study produced in 2011 by the University
Leadership Council, a member of the larger Education Advisory Board, established in 1983. The EAB
currently offers 14 best practice programs serving different executives across its 3,000+ health care and
higher education member institutions. The University Leadership Council provides its members, composed of
provosts from over 200 Universities worldwide, with expert advice and innovative strategies and practices that
have been tested and proven to work by their peers at other universities.
I hope this validates the authenticity and veracity of the ULC study entitled Redefining the Academic
Library: Managing the Migration to Digital Information Services. To create this study, input from 100 universities
and academic libraries and library associations was solicited and received, including from our own Northern
Illinois University.
I want to summarize only a few of the many salient findings from the study:
• Collection size is rapidly losing importance. Even the wealthiest universities are recognizing that the
value of physical resources is declining. The new model is to be able to provide access to, rather than
ownership of scholarly resources.
•

Rising journal costs are inspiring calls for alternative publishing models. Subscriptions to scholarly
journals and electronic databases have steadily risen as a share of library budgets at what many
believe is an unsustainable rate. Many academic administrators and librarians believe that transition
to nonprofit, open-access journals would mean substantial savings and broader access to all. In April
of this year, Harvard University’s Faculty Advisory Council to the Library sent an e-mail to all Harvard
faculty members stating that “many large journal publishers have made the scholarly communication
environment fiscally unsustainable and academically restrictive.” This committee of senior Harvard
academics has urged the university’s staff to publish in open access journals.

•

Viable alternatives to the library now boast the fastest growth and easiest access for use. Google,
Amazon, Wikipedia and HathiTrust have satisfied the information needs of most of their users (whose
numbers are greater than traditional library users). The collections of articles, monographs and
e-books available through these organizations dwarf library collections in size and scope, and content
can be accessed virtually, at any time, through a variety of distribution portals.

•

Demand is declining for traditional library services. Very few students and a decreasing number of
faculty members begin their research in the library building or via the library webpage. What are
being used are search engines and discipline-specific research resources. Circulation and reference
requests have been steadily declining for years, driving the library’s traditional core of providing access
to books and guiding patrons through research to the periphery.
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•

Ebook adoption has reached a tipping point. In April 2011, ebooks began to outsell all print books
on Amazon.com. In surveys of academic library directors, it has been indicated that there will be a
substantial increase in spending on ebooks within the next five years.

•

Patron-driven acquisition models allow for “just in time” purchasing approaches. In any given academic
library, up to 80% of the book collection never circulates. The traditional model was for “just in case”
purchases. Books were purchased just in case they were needed. This scenario was dependent
upon the library bibliographer selecting what they assumed would be used by the library patrons. The
just in time scenario allows the library to pay only for books actually used by patrons. Patron-driven
acquisition more effectively calibrates the library’s investment to demand, while significantly expanding
the universe of available titles in the local catalog.

•

New patron demands are stretching the current library budget and organizational culture. The modern
library is caught between its historical role in managing print materials and new demands for digital
resources and services and cannot afford to invest indefinitely in both. Today’s users require a new set
of services and accommodations that necessitate a strategic paradigm shift. The move is from building
and maintaining a collection to engaging with students and faculty, as well as providing space for study,
collaboration, and creativity. The library of the 20th century will cease to be recognizeable or relevant to
the 21st century library user.

Michael Crow is the President of Arizona State University, the largest public university in the United
States, with an enrollment of over seventy-two thousand students. In a recent interview on CBS This
Morning Dr. Crow was discussing what he refers to as arrogance-ignorance in higher education. The
arrogance is that in the United States we have built a higher education system that is successful and
respected. However the ignorance is that our current system of higher education has lost touch with how
to reach out to and educate the current generation of learners which requires a change in our system of
education. How to change requires innovation at all levels and this is painfully slow to come in higher
education.
I would like to extend this cautionary tale to academic libraries. We have built an enviable system of
academic libraries, yet at the same time, what we have built and how we do business in academic libraries
is becoming anachronistic. What is needed is an innovative and radically different approach to libraries
and how libraries do business to transform the library of the 20th century into the library of the 21st century.
Again, in the paraphrased words of Bob Dylan “we better start swimming or we’ll sink like a stone, for the
times they are a-changing.”
The NIU Libraries, like academic libraries throughout the United States, are under the same sort of
pressures as expounded by the ULC report, and NIU contributed to the report, so this should come as no
surprise. The NIU Libraries have never been in a situation to purchase materials on the same level as
UIUC or Northwestern. Now, with shrinking allocations and rising inflation we are able to purchase even
less. To provide content, we have developed partnerships with other Illinois institutions to share resources,
so that we can provide access just in time rather than have materials sit around unused. Journal prices
continue to soar, so to that end we have created a NIU digital repository Huskie Commons http://commons.
lib.niu.edu/ and are encouraging NIU faculty to publish in this and other open source venues. CARLI
(the Consortium of Academic and Research Libraries in Illinois) is currently engaged in a pilot project for
patron driven acquisitions and if it is successful this business model for acquisitions will begin to become
more predominant. The NIU Libraries are investing more into acquiring e-books; they are easier to store,
requiring no shelf space and can be used anytime and anywhere, not only in the library. This is just a
sample of what we are doing to make the quantum leap from the library of the 20th century to the library of
the 21st century which is necessary if we are to remain relevant to the 21st century student and beyond.
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Patrick J. Dawson
Dean, University Libraries

Thank you to our Life Members
(donating $1000.00 or more)
Adra Baker-Gallagher
Paul & Jean Burtness
Glen & Dawn Ericksen
Deborah Erickson
James Erman & Lydia Vitello
Glen & Jamie Gildemeister
Elroy & Urla Golden
Deanne Holzberlein
Samuel & Corinna Huang
E. Nelson & Marilyn S. James
William C. Johnson
Yvonne Johnson
Barbara & David Johnson-Wint
Harriet Kallich
Ron Klein
Josephine Korcek
Mike Korcek

Judith M. Looney & John Jefferson
Scott & Kathy Miller
William & Josephine Monat
Carla W. Montgomery
Charles & Mary Munroe
Todd & Joanne Nebel
James Block Pick & Rosalyn Laudati
Ron & Barbara Provencher
Gordon Rasmussen
Lawrence Rast
Larry & Judy Sill
Sally Stevens
Peggy Sullivan
Rebekah Wilson
Arthur & Pat Young
Jerrold & Carol Zar

A Note from NIU library’s Circulation department:
NIU Annuitants/retirees can contact Cliff Golden or Lynne Smith at the Circulation desk to have
your accounts updated to provide full library privileges for life. You must have I.D. and your Onecard. For more information contact Cliff Golden at 815-753-0343 or Lynne Smith at 815-753-9846.
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NIU Digital Convergence Lab - Interactive Window Displays
Thanks to a grant from the Friends of the NIU Libraries’ Awards Program, Founders Memorial
Library, in partnership with the Digital Convergence Lab (located in the library on the 3rd floor) will pilot
Interactive Window Displays, the first on NIU’s campus. Funding will pay for the installation to convert
the windows of the Digital Convergence Lab into interactive display screens.
The Digital Convergence Lab opened its doors in 2009 and has been providing hands-on camps,
workshops, and experiential learning opportunities to the NIU community. Participants have included
elementary, middle, and high school students, NIU students and staff, as well as community members,
such as the Lifelong Learning Institute participants.
Visitors and participants in lab experiences have opportunities to
learn and play with digital technology, create and combine interactive
media, and improve their technological skills while discovering new
ways to express themselves creatively.
The Interactive Window Display project will continue that vision,
providing a fun, creative, and educational experience for visitors of the
library.
To install the Interactive Window Display, the Digital
Convergence Lab will apply a rear projection film product by
Proscreens (http://www.proscreensltd.com/Film_Screens.html) to the
back of the window glass. The film is designed specifically to display
projected images and video. Projectors will be mounted inside the
windows and connected to a computer where the multimedia and
interactive applications will be controlled.
Interaction is provided through a new technology created by
Microsoft Xbox 360 Kinect. With the Kinect camera, the user controls
the display through the movement of his or her body. The Kinect
camera is connected to a computer, and an application that interfaces
between the computer and the Kinect camera is installed.
The interactive windows will engage the NIU Library community in new and exciting ways.
They will provide a platform for a variety of information such as late-breaking news broadcasts and
simulations. They will also serve as an area to display and interact with student artistry and products.
Library guests will be encouraged to interact with the displays, play simple games, access
information, create digital artwork, and even create music using their hands and bodies as tools.
The Digital Convergence Lab staff will develop custom,
interactive applications on an ongoing basis to take advantage
of the interactive window displays. Student experiential learning
teams will also be involved in developing window displays and
interactive applications to use on the windows. In addition, library
staff, faculty, and students from across the university are invited to
bring their ideas to the lab.
Aline Click
Director of eLearning Services
Co-Director of the Digital Convergence Lab
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What’s New in Rare Books and Special Collections
We’ve been busy over the summer, implementing a new online system,
Archon, for organizing our manuscript holdings. Finding aids (the document that
tells you what lives where) in the new system are cross-searchable, and we share
the database with the Regional History Center and University archives, so it’s onestop shopping for your primary document needs. About half of our current holdings
are in the system, and as time goes on, more will appear. Take a look at it over at

http://archon.lib.niu.edu/.
The science fiction and fantasy holdings that we have are currently being showcased in our fall exhibit
(on display until at least November 1), “WorldCon and Chicago: Fifty Years of Science Fiction, Fantasy,
Literature, and Fandom,” which includes manuscript materials from classic writers like Ray Bradbury, Isaac
Asimov, Fred Saberhagen, and Theodore Sturgeon, along with current Hugo nominees and winners such as
Mary Robinette Kowal, Tim Pratt, Elizabeth Bear, and more!
We’re slowly revamping our web presence, too. You will find more lists of our materials on our LibGuide these
days: http://libguides.niu.edu/rarebooks. This is where lots of our subject-specific information lives, along with
long lists of what we hold.  Eventually, most of our website will be in this format. Suggestions are always
welcome!
For teaching faculty, we are, as always, happy to have classes at all levels come for visits to examine
materials tailored to your teaching syllabus, or have assignments that need to be completed based on our
collections. Plenty of Fall semester class times are still available! Please email me (lmthomas@niu.edu) to
make appointments, or to discuss assignments. We also happily purchase materials that can be used directly
for teaching current courses. If you have suggestions, please send them to the same email.
Our departmental blog has migrated to a new URL, http://niurarebooks.wordpress.com/. Cruise on
by and subscribe, to get updates, see items from our collections, and more. For instance, that’s where we
announce new acquisitions of manuscripts, and new collections being opened to research.
If you’d like more information about the IMLS grant that I’m heavily involved in, you can check out the blog
for that, too: http://digitalpowrr.wordpress.com/. We’ll be using that as one of several methods to document
our process, and discuss how we are tackling the issue of digital preservation for institutions with restricted
resources.
That should keep us out of trouble for the Fall semester. Remember, our collections are open to the
campus community and the public anytime the department is open. All are welcome!
Lynne M. Thomas
Curator, Rare Books and Special Collections
The images shown
here are two of the
book/magazine
covers displayed in
the WorldCon and
Chicago exhibit.
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Friends of the NIU Libraries
Annual Meeting
June 18, 2012
Ferald Bryan, president, called the annual meeting to order at 3.45 p.m.
Bryan asked for approval of the agenda. Approval of the agenda was moved, seconded, and approved by the
assembly.
Bryan asked for approval of the minutes from the last Annual Meeting (June 13, 2011). Approval of the minutes
was moved, seconded, and approved by the assembly.
Sharon Dowen, treasurer, presented the treasurer’s report. Her report was based on the April 30, 2012, 10
month reports. Dowen noted the operating account balance of $20,162.49, the endowment principal balance
of $340,540.05, and the expendable endowment balance of $17,116.41. Approval of the treasurer’s report was
moved, seconded, and approved by the assembly.
Mary Lincoln, vice president and program committee chair, and Lynne Thomas, faculty liaison, jointly presented
the program committee report. Spring programs were completed as planned. A Wine and Cheese reception is
being scheduled for early Fall Semester (September).
Lynne Thomas presented the faculty liaison report. She indicated articles for Founders’ Type are due by
August 15 and encouraged members to submit copy.
Ferald Bryan indicated there were no items of old business, but three items of new business. The first item
was approval of new language for the statement of purpose. The proposed new language follows:
The purpose of the Friends of the Northern Illinois University Libraries shall be to support and promote
the acquisition, maintenance, and use of the University Libraries’ resources, in all formats, and to
enhance the public’s appreciation of the Libraries and of intellectual pursuits. This may involve bringing
to the Libraries funds for special needs beyond the reach of the Libraries’ budget, encouraging gifts
of library materials, and cooperating with the Libraries and the Libraries Advisory Committee in the
development of the resources of the Libraries.
Approval of the new language was moved, seconded, and approved by the assembly.
The second item of new business was the nomination of board members. Lynne Thomas presented the
names of three current members (i.e. Linda Schwarz, Ferald Bryan, and Jerrold Zar) willing to continue of
the board for another three-year term. Approval of the re-election of Schwarz, Bryan, and Zar was moved,
seconded, and approved by the assembly.
The third item of new business was the election of officers. Lynne Thomas presented the slate (i.e. Ferald
Bryan, president; Ruth Anne Tobias, vice president/program chair; Sharon Dowen, treasurer; and Gary
Gresholdt, secretary). Approval of the nominees was moved, seconded, and approved by the assembly.
Ferald Bryan indicated the next meeting of the board is at 3:30 p.m., Monday, July 16.
Bryan called for a motion to adjourn. Adjournment was moved, seconded, and approved by the assembly.
Respectfully submitted,
Gary Gresholdt, secretary
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The Perils and Promise of Presidential Campaign Rhetoric
Labor Day marks the traditional beginning of the national Presidential Campaign
every four years. This year, of course, the campaigns of President Obama and Mitt
Romney began in earnest months ago and will likely intensify as November approaches.
The negative tone of this year’s presidential campaign, however, seems to have attracted
a lot of attention very early from the news media. The New York Times, CBS News, Time
magazine, and CNN have all recently featured stories about how negative the campaign
attacks have become. One CNN news report noted that that by late July, Romney and
Obama were already in “down and dirty” mode in their television attack ads. All these
news sources warn that things are likely to get even nastier before Election Day. Unfortunately, presidential
campaigns that rely on personal attacks are nothing new to American elections. It may be surprising to learn
how early this started in American political history.
Most political scholars generally agree that the 1828 presidential campaign between incumbent
president John Quincy Adams and challenger Andrew Jackson set the historical standard for nasty campaign
tactics. Earlier this summer, I was reminded of the details of this especially dirty presidential campaign when
reading Jon Meacham’s American Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White House (New York: Random House,
2008). In order to compare biographical perspectives, I also read Joseph Wheelan’s Mr. Adams’s Last
Crusade: John Quincy Adams’s Extraordinary Post-Presidential Life in Congress (New York: Public Affairs
Books, 2008). In both volumes, Meacham and Wheelan are quite candid in their assessment of this notoriously
negative campaign.
In the 19th century, presidential candidates did not campaign to voters directly. Instead, the supporters
and political party newspapers conducted surrogate campaigns for their respective candidates. In 1828, the
anti-Jackson assaults were particularly colorful. Jackson’s foes “called his wife a bigamist and his mother a
whore, attacking him for a history of dueling, for alleged atrocities in battles against the British, the Spanish,
and the Indians—and for being a wife stealer who had married Rachel before she was divorced from her
first husband.” (See Meacham, pages 3-4). Jackson’s supporters responded by accusing Adams of having
“pimped for Czar Alexander I when he was minister to Russia,” by sending a beautiful young woman to seduce
him. In addition, it was further alleged that Adams had a “foreign wife” with whom he frequently had “premarital
sex.” (See Wheelan, pages 54-55). Even by today’s political standards, these charges and counter charges
seem outrageous. Any perceptions we might have had that the political candidates of the 19th Century were
more eloquent or genteel than their 21st century counterparts, should be put to rest.
One of the ironies of the 1828 presidential election was that John Quincy Adams was then one of
the nation’s leading experts on eloquence because he had taught the subject at Harvard University. On June
12, 1806, Adams was installed as the First Boylston Professor of Rhetoric and Oratory at Harvard. Adams
continued to teach until his appointment as United States Minister to Russia in July 1809. Before departing for
St. Petersburg, Adams arranged to have his lectures published. His book, Lectures on Rhetoric and Oratory
Delivered to the Classes of Senior and Juniors in Harvard University (Cambridge: Hilliard and Metcalf, 1810),
was printed in two volumes. My personal library copy of Adams’s Lectures is a reprint published in New York
by Russell and Russell in 1962. In his second lecture, “Objections Against Eloquence Considered,” Adams
vehemently defends the study and practice of “virtuous eloquence”. He concludes, in a passage more relevant
to our century than his own, that “like all gifts of Providence, eloquence is, according to the manner in which it
is applied, a blessing or a curse; the pest of nations, or the benefactress of human kind.” (Adams, pages 6465).
Ferald Bryan, President
Friends of NIU Libraries
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Digital Preservation Study Update
In December 2011, Northern Illinois University Libraries began work on a
federally-funded Institute of Museum and Library Services study, examining digital
preservation challenges and practices in medium-sized and smaller university and
research libraries with limited financial resources. Digital preservation includes
the processes, practices, and activities ensuring long-term accessibility to digital
information. Since the Internet emerged as a viable platform for the mass delivery of
digital objects and data, institutions and individuals around the world have produced
new digital materials, including both digitized copies of analog resources and borndigital objects, at an increasing rate. Research and practical experience have shown
that these digital objects are much less durable than originally thought. Information
stored on a CD-ROM or DVD can begin to lose its integrity – a phenomenon often
dubbed “bit rot” - in as little as ten years. In addition, the rapid pace of technological
change can render digital materials not plagued by bit rot inaccessible. For example, materials stored on
once-ubiquitous media such as floppy disks and ZIP disks as little as fifteen years ago are now often rendered
useless by the fact that few computers equipped with floppy disk drives or ZIP drives still exist. Digital
preservation thus encompasses activities aimed at refreshing and preserving bit-level data for future access,
as well as the migration of this data into new formats facilitating ready use via future hardware and software
configurations.
In June, 2012, project Principal Investigators Lynne M. Thomas and Drew VandeCreek of Northern
Illinois University Libraries welcomed Jaime L. Schumacher as Project Director. A graduate of Purdue
University and the University of Illinois’ Graduate School of Library and Information Science, Ms. Schumacher
has previously worked as an information systems consultant with Deloittte Touche Tahmatsu Limited. In the
summer of 2012 she traveled to each of the project’s partner institutions (Illinois Wesleyan University, Illinois
State University, Western Illinois University, Chicago State University) to review details of project goals and
scope and examine local conditions. She also worked with project staff to appoint an advisory board consisting
of Jerome McDonough, Associate Professor of Library and Information Science at the University of Illinois;
Chris Prom, Associate Professor of Library and Information Science at the University of Illinois; Martin Halbert,
Dean of Libraries at the University of North Texas; Steve Bromage, Executive Director of the Maine Historical
Society; Amy Rudersdorf, Director of the Digital Information Management Program at the State Library of North
Carolina; and Elizabeth Bishoff, president of the Bishoff Group, LLD, a management consulting organization
specializing in library and library related organizations. This body will hold its first meeting this fall on-campus
at Northern Illinois University.
In the coming year Ms. Schumacher and other project staff members will conduct a detailed
investigation of digital information used and stored on the Northern Illinois University campus, producing an
estimate of the total amount of digital objects that might require long-term digital preservation, as well as
the various formats and file types in which this information might exist, and its location within the university’s
present digital asset storage infrastructure. Staff members at partner institutions will conduct parallel surveys,
producing a broader overview of digital preservation challenges faced by similar university and research
libraries. Working with the project’s advisory board, project staff members and representatives of partner
institutions will also identify and evaluate a number of potential platforms, including open-source software
and services provided by vendors, for the long-term preservation of digital objects with an eye toward their
use in medium-sized and smaller institutions obliged to seek explicitly low-cost solutions to this problem.
In 2014 Northern Illinois University Libraries will host a national conference devoted to the discussion of
digital preservation challenges and opportunities at institutions falling within the study’s scope, at which Ms.
Schumacher and the project team will present a report of its findings and recommendations.
Drew VandeCreek
Director of Digital Initiatives
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No good deed goes unpunished—or the vagaries of open-access publishing
Simply defined, open access journals are electronic titles that are freely available to the reader without
a library or individual subscription. Open access journals first emerged in the 1990’s, but the movement
has ramped up exponentially in the last five years. At present there are tens of thousands of open access
journals—mostly concentrated in the sciences. This burgeoning growth is attributable to a number of factors.
First, the omnipresence of the internet has redefined the means of scholarly communication. Second, there
is widespread discontent with commercial publishing wherein libraries, in particular, can no longer keep pace
with the inflation rates demanded by the industry. There are a several ways to finance open access journals
but one of the most accepted methods is to shift the cost of production by charging an author fee. Often these
fees are recovered from a research grant. The fees are variable. For instance, one of the most highly touted
journals—PLOS (Public Library of Science) Biology—has a relatively high-end fee of $2900 per article. Many
open access journals are less expensive.
The rub is that a raft of shady operators have invaded the market to exploit the author-pay publishing
model. Geoffrey Beal—University of Colorado, Denver—has dubbed these ne’er-do-wells as predatory
publishers. He maintains a frequently updated blog that points directly to offenders. The blog is located at:
http://carbon.ucdenver.edu/~jbeall/Beall%27s%20List%20of%20Predatory,%20Open-Access%20
Publishers%202012.pdf
In plain fact, predatory publishers establish a bogus title and phony scientific credentials in order to
profit from the proceeds. Virtually all predatory publishers avow rigorous scholarly standards and strict peer
review. However, the turn away rate for these titles is virtually non-existent. If you pay the fee, the piece will
be published. One prominent predatory publisher—Doverpress—boasts a turn-around time of ten days from
submission to completion of peer review. So much for scholarly rigor.
It is not difficult to identify predatory open access journals—most of their stuff is egregiously bad. A red flag for
scholars is to receive spam encouraging submissions or even invitations to join editorial boards from predatory
publishers. Unfortunately, predatory publishers have clouded the water for some researchers by making all
open access titles of questionable worth. Despite the problems, open access offers tremendous potential for
altering the dynamic of scholarly publishing. It is therefore of capital importance to patronize and defend high
quality open access. The best means of accomplishing this end is to alert colleagues of the undergrowth of
predatory publishers. The scholarly community has always thrived on self-policing. Let us hope this new
scourge can be driven from the fold by maintaining a high state of wariness of what the market throws at us.
Jim Milhorn
Head, Library Acquisitions

Member Benefits:

Receive a 10% discount on merchandise at the following stores:
-Ed Ripp Fine Art Books, Chicago
Receive a 15% discount on merchandise at the following online stores:
-Arcadia, (www.arcadiabooks.net)
-Friends tote bags! (email Angie Schroeder (aschroeder@niu.edu) for details.)
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Friends of NIU Libraries
Founders Memorial Library
Northern Illinois University
DeKalb, IL 60115

Yes! I/We wish to join the Friends of NIU Libraries at the following level:

$1,000 or more Life Member
$500 Benefactor/Corporate
$100 Donor
$50 Family
$35 Individual
$10 Student (Must show ID)

Enclosed is a gift of $______________
		
(installment plans are available for large gifts)
Please charge to my
		
Visa		
MC		
Discover
Credit Card Number__________________________

Expiration Date______________________________

Signature__________________________________

Make checks payable to Friends of NIU Libraries
NIU also offers Payroll Deduction for faculty and staff

Mrs.		

Ms.			

Miss		

Mr. & Mrs.		

If a gift is in memory or in honor of someone, please include the purpose
and the name and address to which acknowledgement should be sent.

Mr.			

Would you like any of the following brochures?
Friends of NIU Library
Ensuring the Future Tress
Library Book Fund
Dr.			

Name_______________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________

City_________________________________________________________

)_______________________________________________

State/Zip Code________________________________________________
Telephone (

Email________________________________________________________

Other

Mail to: Friends of NIU LIbraries, Northern Illinois University, Dekalb, IL 60115-2868
Thank you for your support!

